




































First Convocation

Convocation- Through the Years

Fourth Convocation

Fifth Convocation

Chief Guest: Dr.M.S.Ananth, Former Director, IIT Madras
Prof PS Manisundaram was awarded honorary doctorate.
Students passed out in 2004 and 2005 were awarded degree.

Chief Guest: Shri. L. Ganesh, Chairman, Rane Group 
Key message of Chief Guest

Chief Guest: Shri. M. A. Alagappan, Executive Chairman, Murugappa Group
Key message of Chief Guest

Second Convocation
Chief Guest: Shri. N. Kumar, Vice-Chairman, Sanmar Groups
Key message of Chief Guest

India is on a winning path. This is led very clearly by the services industry. Agriculture, which was the main stay 
of India, is now only 20% of the GDP and will go down. The services sector continues to grow. However, the 
services sector is not only the IT or the ITES industry that has been talked about but also includes the financial 
sector and a number of other sectors. The third and I believe the most important part which will take India to 
the double-digit growth in the future is MANUFACTURING.

Third Convocation
Chief Guest: Former President His Excellency Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam
Key message of Chief Guest

When I am with you students and faculty of NITT, I was thinking what is the important problem, which I can 
discuss with you. According to me, water is becoming an important resource which needs focused attention. We 
constantly pass through a cycle of flood, drought and water shortage conditions. How do get out of this three 
dimensional vicious circle. I have suggested in Parliament and State Assemblies, as the President of India that 
“Interlinking of Rivers” is very vital. The Primary task of each states should to connect the river basins within 
the states, without waiting for the national interlinking of rivers.

Fortunately for you, today human capital is at a premium compared to physical and financial capital . You are 
in the midst of tremendous opportunities. Enterprise world over do not lack money or raw materials but all of 
them complain of a lack of right human capital for human capital alone stands between successes and failure of 
enterprises. Here’s your chance . Go make the most of it.

 As you step out into the world, You will be faced with numerous challenges that will test your knowledge and 
skills in order to make you a better and more capable person in life. Indeed the economic events that unfolded 
last year have given us a lot of lessons with regard to economic values, innovations and responsibilities and on 
this day I would like to talk about these learnings like Conservatism versus Speculation, Innovation and Social 
Responsibility
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Sixth Convocation
 
Chief Guest: Sri. Karumuttu T. Kannan, Managing Director, Thiagaraja Mill Ltd., Madurai
Key message of Chief Guest

The world of technology is going through a once in a generation transformation. As graduating engineers from 
a premier technical institution such as National Institute of Technology, Trichy, you have a major role to play in 
the ongoing transformation. In order to be a part of that, you need to be aware of the desired attributes of an 
Engineer as perceived by renowned industries and world class technical institutions. Some of them are: Good 
understanding of Engineering and Science fundamentals, A  multidisciplinary approach , Appreciation of the 
context in which Engineering is practiced - economics, environment, social & customer needs, Synthesizing 
engineering, business and social perspective, Ability to work effectively in a diverse and multinational environ-
ment, Ability to think critically, creatively and collaboratively, Possessing strong work ethics, Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship.

Seventh Convocation

Chief Guest: Dr. V. K. Saraswat, Director General, DRDO Scientific Advisor to Defence Minister,
Secretary, DR & DS
Key message of Chief Guest

You are graduating at the time when our nation is surging forward in all fields. You are empowered by knowl-
edge, and now have to fortify it with your personal qualities like honesty, hard work, sincerity and integrity 
and to top in all- with a sense of pride to serve the nation. I am quite confident that you will have the most re-
warding experience in the years to come. Budding engineers can take up the challenges in Aviation technologies, 
Hypersonic flight vehicle technologies, Missile Technologies, Multiple Independently Targeted Re-entry vehicles 
technologies, Counter Defence Technologies, Boost Phase Intercept, Hit to kill Technologies, Cruise Missile 
Defence, Satellite Neutralisation, Directed Energy Weapons, Cruise Missile Technologies, Space Security, Cyber 
Security and deliver the required technologies through focused research.

Eighth Convocation
Chief Guest :Mr. B. Prasada Rao Chairman & Managing Director ,BHEL.
Key message of Chief Guest

Issues like intellectual Property Rights(IPR), adhering to a time schedule, objective oriented approach of prob-
lem solving, efficient management of resources and monitoring at a regular interval are the areas, where dif-
ferences in opinion or approach may still occur. The country needs good technocrats who have a global vision, 
who are focused and have the courage to take risks and are willing to work for a larger purpose in life. I am sure 
this great institution, National Institute of Technology at Tiruchirappalli has prepared you well for maintaining 
a positive attitude to change. I believe that it is the ‘people factor’ which would re-write the destiny of India.

Ninth Convocation
Chief Guest : Dr. R. Chidambram, Principal Scientific Adviser to the GOI  & Chairman, Scientific     
Advisory Committee to the cabinet (former chairman, Atomic Energy commission)
Key message of Chief Guest

There in an urgent need to enhance academia-industry interaction. In this context, I must mention that there is 
a basic difference at present between ‘developing’ and already- ‘developed’ countries. Thermodynamic equilib-
rium exists between knowledge to come out in the Academic System & Knowledge created in or transferred to 
Industry in the already Developed Countries. So Industry there is waiting for new knowledge that is developing 
in the Academic System and provides R&D support for such development.  There is lack of such equilibrium in 
India at present, except in Nuclear, Space, some areas of Defence Research & Knowledge Chemicals, etc. So, as 
I often say, India’s technology needs range from nuclear to rural.

16



Tenth  Convocation

Eleventh Convocation

Twelfth Convocation

Thirteenth Convocation

Chief Guest: Dr. Avinash Chander (Padma Shree),Secretary, Department Of Defence R&D Director  General 
Drdo & Scientific Advisor To Raksha Mantri
Key message of Chief Guest

Chief Guest: Shri. R. Chandrasekaran, Executive  Vice Chairman, Cognizant Technology Solutions.
Key message of Chief Guest

Chief Guest: Prof. Uday B. Desai, Director ,IIT Hydrabad.
Key message of Chief Guest  

Chief Guest: Padma Vibhushan Shri. N. R. Narayana Murthy, Founder INFOSYS
Key message of Chief Guest

Universities/Institutions are the hub of dynamic and creative young minds. When synergized with experienced 
faculty it should act as a seeding and breeding ground for new and innovative ideas and technologies, thereby, 
leading to advancement of science and development of home grown technologies. I would appeal to the faculty 
to lay emphasis on research in specific goal oriented areas, which are in tune with the nation’s needs and some-
times specific to the region. One need not be enamored of undertaking only blue-sky research but also take up 
low tech R&D leading to products required in high volume.Bringing research around to a more commercial 
way of thinking is not the only issue that academia must face. Another cultural problem according to our scien-
tists is that too often institutions have an ethos of playing safe. Researchers who devise and test daring theories 
are criticized if they fail, discouraging the kind of path–breaking research that India needs. The responsibility 
lies with the senior faculty to ignite and nurture the fertile creative minds so that the time taken from mind-to-
market gets reduced.

The world today is a very exciting place. India, especially, is the land of opportunities- where, more than ever 
before, bright, curious minds are being welcomed, encouraged and helped along- be it in large corporates or 
startups. There has never been a better time to get started.Lessons for life are Dream Big, Don’t fear to failure, 
Define your own success, Be involved with the community, Respect people, Take charge of yourself.

 The question before all of us, and more so before you, as you step into a different life is : How do we make India 
a net contributor of technology – we, of course, consume technology developed elsewhere but we , of course, 
consume technology developed elsewhere but we should also contribute in a great measure, so that in the overall 
analysis there is a positive outflow technology. Here I believe, innovations will be the key- it will also be the key 
to fulfill the design and make in India Mission of our Prime Minister.What does it take to be innovative- not 
a whole lot- here are a few ingredients: A Curious and questioning mind,  Fertile Imagination, Day dreaming, 
Sprit of Why Not, outlandish ideas, Perseverance, withstanding failures- for every successful innovation there 
are perhaps more than 10 failures, a bit of luck: need to be at the right place, at the right time, asking the right 
questions.

 Please remember that it is your parents, your family and your teachers who have contributed selflessly to your 
success. Show them your gratitude. Remember that gratitude is the first attribute of a good professional. The 
county has huge challenges- basic education, healthcare, nutrition and shelter for the 700 million poor people 
in this country. 
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Fourteenth Convocation

Fifteenth Convocation

Chief Guest: Prof. Anil D Sahasrabudhe ,Chariman ,AICTE
Key message of Chief Guest

Chief Guest: Prof. Subra Suresh president & Distinguished  University Professor, Nanyang Technological   
University, Singapore.
Key message of Chief Guest

For Engineering education to evolve we need to devise a strategy for enhancing quality. Most importantly we 
need to build strong and world-class graduate schools in engineering leading to research, masters and PhDs. 
Mere accumulation of basic knowledge is of limited practical use. unless it is translated into innovations, pro-
viding economic or social value. It is transfer of knowledge for economic growth that has revolutionized this 
world. If you are prepared to think big and act in time with conviction, you will be rewarded. You should hold 
on your goals even if you stumble here and there, and learn your lessons.

The unique convergence of the digital, physical and biological worlds has created technological advances that 
are expected to transform the daily lives of ordinary citizens around the globe at an unprecedented and ever- 
accelerating pace. This convergence, according to many thought leaders and global thinkers, had ushered in a 
new era, now commonly referred to as the Fourth Industrial Revolution or Industry 4.0. 

18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33




