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‘“Have Tata boss as your role model’

Infosys Founder Gives Pep Talk To NIT-T students: 1,649 Graduate From Instit

Sambath.Kumar@timesgroup.com

Trichy: To become successful in
one’s professional career, he/ she
must learn to perceive like N
Chandrasekaran (chairman of Ta-
ta Sons), Infosys founder N R Nara-
yana Murthy told graduating stu-
dents at National Institute of Tech-
nology Trichy (NIT-T) onSaturday.

Narayana Murthy, the chief gu-
est for the 13th convocation of NIT-
Trichy at the newly inaugurated
golden jubilee convention hall, lau-
ded the Tata Sons chairman, who
waspresent as the guest of honour.

Chandrasekaran, who was con- |

ferred the degree of Doctor of Let:
ters (Honoris Causa), isa distingu-
ished alumnus of the institute ha-
ving completed his master of com-
puter applications from the
institute in1986.

“Study his life and follow his
precepts in every action of yours.
Usehim as your role modelinevery
decision you take. Youwillturnout
to be a successful professional,”
the Infosys founder told the outgo-
ingstudents

Congratulating the graduating
students to be lucky to receive the
degree inthe presence of aniconic
alumnus of this institution who is
a role model, Murthy recollected
Chandrasekaran’s tenureas chair-
man of Nasscom where he had de-
monstrated that there is no glass
ceiling for those who demonstrate
competence, courage, commit:
ment and character.

“ hope somebody will write a
book on his illustrious life so that
all of us can refer to it in our hour
of moral dilemma and our hour of
vacillation,” he said, praising
Chandrasekaran. : !

He told students that as an
alumni of the institution they have
to bear the share of responsibility
of taking the institution to greater
heights. Asking students to contri-
bute a small part of their salary
every month to the institution, he
said, “It would ensure that future
generation of students may recei-
ve an even better quality of educa-
tion than you did, That is how soci-
eties progress.”

“Allmy successtodayisbecause
of the formative years I spent at
Trichy in NIT. T had excellent tea-
chers and am grateful to all of
them,” said Chandrasekaran.

Director of NIT-Trichy Mini
Shaji Thomas told students that
this convocation isspecialfor them
as they are receiving their hard-
earned degrees from the country’s
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MIGHLIGHTS: 1) President's
Medal for overall highest
CGPA was received jointly by
Amrith Rajagopal Setlur and
Yashvi Singh 2) A students
receives her degree
certificate from NIT-T director
Mini Shaji Thomas 3) N
Chandrasekaran receives
degree of Doctor of Letters
from Narayana Murthy 4) The
golden jubilee convention
hall, inaugurated by Narayana
Murthy, is @ multi-purpose
auditorium with a seating
capacity of 5,000

Times NEws NETWORK

Trichy: In a free-wheeling inter-
action with the students of Natio-
nal Institute of Technology (NIT),
Infosys founder Narayana Murt-
hy and Tata Sons chairman N
Chandrasekaran discussed the
enormous opportunities for start-
ups inthe country. |
Answering questions thrown
atthemby the youngminds, thein-
dustrybigwigs highlightedthene-
ed to enhance the probability of
success asitisnot guaranteed.
Narayana Murthy advised
budding entrepreneurs to con-
duct an inexpensive test marke-
ting of theirideabefore venturing
wholeheartedly. “There are a few
things that raise the probabilities
of success. You need people who
aregood insalesandfinance,espe-
cially trusted members whom you
canrely on,” said Murthy.
Reminiscing about the days
when he launched Infosys 30 years

Murthy, Cnasekara

[ entrepr

and connectkey
prospective customers to.
companies, which still
does not exist in India
Narayana Murthy | wrosis oUBER

~ ago, Murthy said, “You have to

start some day with a team with
enduring value and then you will
see yourself growing.” Entrepre-
neursshouldbeable to handle sca-
le and increasing costs without lo-
singqualitytobeableto sustainin-
thehighly competitivemarket.
Asked why Indian companies
havenot witnessed a growth simi-
lar to that of US companies like
Facebook, Amazon and Uber, the
Infosys founder said venture capi-

‘H;

tal firms provide many forms of
support in the US. They mentor
entrepreneurs and connect key
prospective customers to compa-
nies, which still does not exist in
India. “We will have such time in
the next twodecades,” hesaid.
Murthysaid thatas theunemp-
loyment rate in UShovered betwe-
en3and4% foralongperiod, ithas
forced youngsters to become
much more adventurous and try
out lots of newthings. “In US soci-
ety, failureisnot considered a bad
thing. It is changing in India too
compared to the olden days, but
still it has not come to a critical
mass of acceptance,” said Murthy.
He lauded Chandrasekaran for
taking the company to greater he-
ights. “What Chandrasekaran is
doing here in Tata Sons or did so
far in TCS is no less than what
Sundar Pitchai or Sathya Nadela
achieved in US. Let us celebrate
the success of people whohave do-
ne it in India. We produce approxi-

ution

b

» N Chandrasekaran is the second
person to be conferred with an
honorary doctorate by NIT, Trichy

» Inthe last academic year, 97% of
undergraduates and 87% of
postgraduates were placed

» NIT-Trichy enjoys the best placement
record when it comes to PG
programmes

mately 6.5-7 lakh engineers every
year. If a small percent of thoseIn-
dians go to Silicon Valley and suc-
ceed there, they are raising the
image of India. Alot of politicians
say that they are unhappy. We, the
elders, need to introspect I)QW to
create and an ecosystem fiere to
retain talented youngsters,” he sa-
id. { )
Chandrasekaran said it is im-
portant torealise thatisuccess has
to be earned everyday, “You need
to initialise everyday. History do-
esn’t matter,” he sai¢}, adding that
there is no point regretting about
the past and one has to live in the
present, 5
Urging students to act on 2
hunch, Chandragekaran said, “]
first ensure that i have all the date
and even if thed atasays thatIcar
go ahead with thiis, my hunch hat
tobackitup. Théere are factorstha
cannotbe captured by data.Talwa
ys have a list oft what is not to bt
doneand whatc an be done.”

This year, 1,649 students inclu-
ding 46 BArch., 814 BTech., 663
MTach 71 MSe 88 MCA..46.MBA.

PhD received their degrees from
the director.
The prestigious Presic!e?'t’g

was received jointly by Amrith Ra-
jagopal Setlur (BTech computer
science and engineering) and
PR Al e iinRen BRI

cal and materia’is engineering). 3
institute medals: were distribute
tonineBTech.,113Arch,, 22MTech

TniQs 1MOA and 1 MRA students
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Celebrate home-grown talent
to stop brain drain: Murthy

NIT-T confers honorary doctorate on Tata Sons Chairman N Chandrasekaran

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Tiruchy

THE country must recognise and cel-
ebrate people who have excelled in di-
versified fields in order to prevent
brain drain, co founder of Infosys NR
Narayana Murthy has said.

He made this remark while interact-
ing with students of National Institute
of Technology-Tiruchy (NIT-T) during
its convocation day programme on
Saturday Distinguished alumnus N
Chandrasekaran, Chairman of Tata
Sons, was present on the occasion.

Renovwned for his strategic planning
and implementation, Murthy said so-
ciety must stop comparing domestic
talents with tech savvy minds in the
Silicon Valley, “If we continue all the
good things that we are doing now to
make India more attractive for our
yvoungsters, we are likely to have peo-
ple like Sundar Pichai and Satyva
Nadella in our country,” he said.

“Earlier one had to choose engineer-
ing or medicine as there were hardly
any jobs. But, today the situation has
improved quite a lot, and tomorrow it
will improve even further,” Murthy
pointed out and advised students to
opt the field one feels passionate about.
Heaping praise on Chandrasekaran,
Murthy said the feat accomplished by
the former are no lesser to the talents
of celebrated minds abroad.

Turning nostalgic, Chandrasekaran
said it was wonderful to walk around
the campus and see how much it has
expanded. Addressing the students,
Chandrasekaran said. “When vou
want to achieve something, it is not
about how vou are going to achieve it,

NDIAN Sun, 13 August 2017
I !

AP

Mini Shaji Thomas, Director of NIT-T (R), conferring honorary doctorate on Chairman of Tata
Sons NChandrasekaran. Infosys co-founder NR Narayana Murthy looks on | s« aswox xusar

Emulate Murthy, students told

Tiruchy: National Institute of Technology-Tiruchy (NIT-T), formerly Regional
Engineering College, on Saturday conferred a honorary doctorate on N
Chandrasekaran, chairman of Tata Sons and alumnus of the 1986 batch.
Accepting the honour, Dr Chandrasekaran said perseverance was the key to
success. He advised students to emulate NR Marayana Murthy, co-founder of
Infosys, and described him as a legend with multiple dimensions. “Narayana
Murthy has shown how simple a successful person can be and he is the best
role model for youngsters,” Chandra said. Atotal of 1,649 students was
awarded degrees and doctorates. The President's Medal for overall highest
Cumulative Grade Points Average (CGPA) was bagged by two students.

but all you mneed is to have
aspiration.”
The Tata Sons Chairman added that

it was not just academics that pre-

58 epaper.newindianexpress.com//c/21328841

pared him for the future rather the in-
teraction with faculty members
moulded him into a strong

personality.
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Doctor of Letters conferred
on Tata Sons Chairman

National Institute of Technology-Tiruchi holds convocation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
TIRUCH1
Emphasising the import-
ance of commitment and
courage for achieving suc-
cess, Infosys founder N.R.
Narayana Murthy on Sat-
urday said that Tata Sons
Chairman N.
Chandrasekaran, who rose
from the bottom of Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS)
through performance and
values to sit in the same
chair as J.R.D, Tata, stood as
a role moxel to emulate.
Delivering the convoca-
tion address at National In-
stityte of Technology-Tiru-
chi, after Mr.
Chandrasekaran was con-
ferred with Doctor of Letters
(Honoris Causa) in recogni-
tion of his outstanding con-
tributions to the corporate
world, Mr. Murthy said that
Mr. Chandrasekaran was a
leader in every position he
had chosen to accept., He
had demonstrated that there
was no glass ceiling for those
who demonstrated compet-
ence, courage, commitment
and character. in an appar-
ent reference to Mr
Chandrasekaran’s long asso-
ciation with TCS since 1987
and frequent change of jobs
by present generation, Mr.
Murthy said that, “I hope
somebody will write a book
on Mr. Chandrasekaran’s il-
lustrious life so that all of us

Mini Shaji Thomas, Director, NIT-Tiruchi, conferring honorary
degree of Doctor of Letters on N. Chandrasekaran, Chafrman,
TATA Sons, at the convocation held on Saturday. N. R.
Narayana Murthy, founder, Infosys, looks on.

- PHOTO: M. MOORTHY

can refer to it in our hour of
moral dilemma and vacilla-
tion in decision making.
Study his life and follow his
precepts in every action of
yours,” he said.

In his acceptance speech,
Mr. Chandrasekaran, who
was an alumnus of the then
Regional Engineering Col-
lege (now NIT), Tiruchi,
turned nostalgic. “It is this
campus that laid the founda-
tion for my successful ca-
reer. 1 had extraordinary
luck to have lecturers, who
enriched my knowledge on
science and mathematics
and inculcated values. | owe
it to NIT-T;” he said.

Going down memory lane
to trace the influence of his

teachers on his life, Mr.
Chandrasekaran recalled
how his primary school
teacher Kannammal took
notes for him when he was
hosplialised for two months.
Her affection and love
demanstrated her dedica-
tion to the profession and
many teachers like her had
made his life meaningful.
NIT-T Director Mint Shaji
Thomas, who conferred the
Doctor aof Letters on
Mr.Chandrasekaran, said the
institute has been ranked
the best among the 31 NITs
and eleventh among all en-
gineering institutions in the
country under the National
Institutional Ranking
Framework-2017.
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IT ind will keep growing: Narayana Murthy

R. VALAYAPATHY | DC
TIRUCHY, AUG 12

Padma Vibhushan N. R.
Narayana Murthy,
Founder, Infosys' called up
on the alumni of the
National Institute of
Technology (NIT-T)
Tiruchy have to bear a big-
ger share of the responsi-
bility of taking this institu-
tion to greater heights, by
contributing a small part of
their salary to NIT-T, to
help future students get
good quality education.

Delivering the 13th convo-
cation address at NIT-T
here on Saturday,
Mr:Narayanamurthy point-
ed out that the country
faced huge challenges -
basic education, health-
care, nutrition and shelter
for the 700 million poor peo-
ple in this country. "Please
remember that despite
these challenges the tax
pavers of this country have
given you a fine education
at a throw-away price,” he
added.

N. Chandrasekaran on
receiving the honorary

doctorate from his alma-
mater, said in his accept-
ance speech said that it was
a tremendous privilege and
honor to receive this recog-
nition and thanked the
Board and the Senate of
NIT-T. He advised the stu-
dents to imbibe the values
instilled by their parents
and teachers. He also men-

tioned about the tremen-
dous scope for entrepre-
neurs in India.

In her welcome address,
Dr Mini Shaji Thomas,
director; NIT-T pointed out
that

this convocation is spe-
cial for the students as they
received their hard earned
degrees from the country's

N. R.
Narayana
Murthy,
Founder,
Infosys
delivering
the 13th
convoca-
tion
address at
NIT-T at
Tiruchy on
Saturday.
-DC

top NIT and 11th best tech-
nical institute in the coun-
try as ranked by the
National Institute Ranking
Framework (NIRF) of the
Government of India. The

Ministry of Human
Resource  Development
(MHRD]) has recommended

the NIT-T curriculum as a
model for all NITs', she

added.

Earlier Mr.
Narayanamurthy and Mr.
Chandrasekaran inaugu-
rated the Golden Jubilee
Convention hall of the
NIT-T, and also lay the
foundation stone for the

Chemical Engineering
Golden Jubilee annex
building.

Addressing a press con-
ference later, Mr.
Chandrasekharan  said
that business embedded
with technology was the
need of the hour and also
pointed out that technolo-
gy would lead to improving
the economy and increased
job opportunities.

Mr Narayanamurthy
said that the IT industry
will continue to grow. He
said that focus should be on
customers and skill train-
ing should be given to
employees., Calling for
improving the education
system, the ‘Infosys'
founder stressed the need
to retrain emplovees to
develop skills as IT biggies
like 'Infosys’ and TCS have
been doing.

SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA, CHENNAI
AUGUST 13, 2017

TIMES REGION

Infosys foﬁﬁder Wants grads to foﬁbw Tata Sonschalrman |

Sambath.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Trichy: To become successful
in one’s professional career
they must learn to perceive
like N Chandrasekaran, said
Infosys founder N R Narayana
Murthy to graduating stu-
dents at National Institute of
technology Trichy on Satur-
day.

Narayana Murthy, the
chief guest for 13th convoca-
tion of NIT-Trichy at the new-
Iy inaugurated golden jubilee
convention hall, praised the

Tata Sons Chairman who was
also present at the occasion as
the guest of honour.

N Chandrasekaran was
conferred the degree of Doctor
of Letters(Honoris Causa). He
is a distinguished alumnus of
the institute having completed
master of computer applica-
tions from the institute in1986.

“Study his life and follow
his precepts in every action of
yours. Use him as your role
model in every decision you
take. You will turn out to be a
successful professional,” the

Tol

Narayana Murthy (left) with N
Chandrasekaran

Infosys founder told to outgo-
ingstudents

Congratulating the grad-
uating students to be lucky to
receive degree in the presence
of an iconic alumnus of this
institution who isarole model,
Narayana Murthy recollected
Chandrasekaran’s tenure as
the chairman of Nasscom
where he had demonstrated
thatthere isnoglass ceilingfor
those who demonstrate com-
petence, courage, commit-
mentand character.

“I hope somebody will
write a book on his illustrious
life so that all of us can refer to

it in our hour of moral dilem-
ma and our hour of vacilla-
tion,” he said, praising Chan-
drasekaran.

The prestigious Presi-
dent’s Medal for overall high-
est CGPA was received jointly
by Amrith Rajagopal Setlur
(BTech computer science and
engineering) and Yashvi
Singh (BTech metallurgical
and materials engineering). 39
institute medals were distrib-
uted to nine BTech., 1 BArch.,
22 MTech., 3 MSc, 1MCA and 1
MBA students.
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New opportunities are arising,
says Narayana Murthy

“We have to equip our youngsters”

+

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
TIRUCHI

Infosys founder N.R. Naray-
ana Murthy on Saturday said
that IT industry had bright
prospects and it would keep
up the pace of growth fur-
ther if the companies inves-
ted on improving the capab-
ility and capacity of their
workforce.

In an interview to a select
group of journalists, along
with Tata Sons Chairman N.
Chandrasekaran on the side-
lines of NIT-T’s 13th convoca-
tion here, where he
(Chandrasekaran) was con-
ferred upon Doctor of Let-
ters (Honoris Causa), Mr.
Narayana Murthy said that
he believed that IT indus-
tries had good opportunity
to grow subject to some
business issues. New oppor-
tunities were arising.

“We have good opportun-
ities to grow as long as we
satisfy our customers and
equip our youngsters. We
have to ensure that compan-
ies invested adequately on
retaining employees. We
have to ensure that they
work hard with dedication,”
he said.

He added that almost all

N.R.Narayana

Murthy, Founder, Infosys, and

N. Chandrasekaran, Chairman, TATA Sons, at a press
meet in Tiruchi on Saturday. =pHoTO: M. MOORTHY

developed countries except
France had about 4 to 5% of
unemployment.

According to economists,
between 3 and 4% of unem-
ployment was an ideal state
of economy.

“There was no economy
with nil unemployment. If
we look at the developed na-
tion and learn lessons from
them, we can grow further,”
Mr. Narayanamurthy said
and added that many IT
companies, including In-
fosys and TCS, were making

sustained efforts and invest-
ment on equipping
youngsters.

On the global debate re-
garding gender gap in IT
companies, Mr. Naray-
anamurthy said that women
were no less than men in
performance.

The percentage of women
employees in IT companies
in the country was more
than the average in many
countries. However, the per-
centage of women employ-
ment should go up further.
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Narayana Murthy to visit NIT-T

As chief guest for the 13® convocation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
TIRUCHI

Infosys founder N.R. Nardy-
ana Murthy, will be the chief
guest of the 13" convocation
.of National Institute of Tech-
nology-T on Saturday, ac-
cording to its director Mini
Shaji Thomas.

Speaking to reporters
here on Wednesday, she said
Mr. Murthy was one of the
‘brilliant minds of the coun-
try and his visit would be a
milestone in the history of
NIT. His presence would mo-
tivate the students.

His vast experience in the

. Information and Technology

would be immensely benefi-
cial to the students. He
would also inaugurate gold
jubilee convention hall, she
added. ‘

Later, Mr. Murthy would
lay the foundation stone for
a new building to commem-
orate the golden jubilee of

Chemical Engineering De-
partment and interact with
the students.

Honorary doctorate

Ms. Thomas said that it had
been decided to confer the
degree of Doctor of Letters
(Honoris Causa) on N.
Chandrasekaran, Chairman,
TATA Sons. He was an alum-
nus of NIT (formerly Re-

- gional Engineering College).

The senate of NIT was unan-

imous in its decision to con- -
‘fer honorary doctorate on

Chandrasekaran.

He was the second person
to receive the honorary doc-
torate next only to NIT’s
(then REC) founding Prin-
cipal  Professor
isundaram. -

She said 1,649 students,
including 46 B.Arch, 814
B.Tech, 663 M.Tech, 71 MSc,
88 MCA, 46 MBA, 37 M.S. (by
research) students and 85

Man-

~

doctorates, would receive
the degrees in the 13% con-
vocation.

Amrith Rajagopal Setlur of
B.Tech, (Computer Science
and Engineering) and Yashvi
Singh of B.Tech (Metallur-
gical and Materials Engineer-
ing) would receive the Pres-
ident’s Medal for overall
highest Cumulative Grade
Point Average.

Institute medals would be
presented to nine B.Tech,
one B.Arch, 22 M.Tech, three
MSc, one MCA and one MBA
students.

New recruitment rules
On filling up of faculty posi-
tions, which were lying va-
cant for so long, Ms. Thomas
said the NIT council had re-
cently framed new rules for
recruitment of faculty mem-
bers. It had been approved
also. A few queries had to be
addressed onit.

industry

Steps would be taken to
begin the recruitment pro-
cess shortly.

She added that a new .

M.Tech. programme on Data
Analytics had recently been
launched. ;
Consequent to the suc-
cessful completion of Tech-
nical Education Quality Im-

provement Programime
(TEQIP) phase I and II,
TEQIP II had been
sanctioned.

It was a proud moment
for all NIT-T graduates that
the institute had won the
prestigious CII-AICTE best
linked institute
competing among IITs, NITs
and IIITs.

The institute also received
national level awards from
FICCI for social excellence
and employability and from
ASSOCHAM for best Institute
to use ICT tools, the Prin-
cipal said.
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TATA Sons chairman to get
honorary doctorate from

Times NEws NETWORK

¢ Trichy: The National Institu-

¢ teof Technology; Trichy (NIT-
T), will honour Tata Sons cha-
irman N Chandrasekaran by
conferring him with a honora-
ry doctorate at the 13th convo-
cation of NIT-T in the presen-
ce of Infosys founder N R Na-
rayana Murthy on Saturday,
who is the chief guest for the
event.

The two industry giants
will spend the whole day at
NIT-T campus and interact
with the students of the insti-
tute apart from attending va-
rious other events.

Chandrasekaran is the se-
cond man to be honoured with

:  a honorary doctorate by NIT
: Trichy (earlier known as Re-
: gional Engineering College).
Founder of the institution,PS
Mani Sundaram, was the only
one to be conferred with the
honour so far by NIT-T!

Chandrasekaran was con-
ferred with the ‘Distinguished
Alumni Award’ by NIT'T in
2014 when he visited the insti-
tute.

While justifying the deci-
sion which was acknowledged
by the NIT board and the go-
vernment, Mini Shaji Tho-
mas, director of NIT-T, said
thatitwasa proud momentfor
NIT-T to have its alumnus oc-
cupy the chair occupied by so-
| meonelike J R D Tata, the for-

...................................................................................................

RARE HONOUR: Mini Shaji Thomas, director of NIT-T, said it was a
proud moment for NIT-T to have its alumnus occupy the chair occupied
by someone like I R D Tata, former chairman of Tata group.

mer chairman of Tatagroup.

Chandrasekaran will also
inaugurate a golden jubilee
convention hall at NIT-T ha-
ving a seating capacity for
5,000 people.

Mini Shaji said that NIT-T
continues in the top 31 of the
national institutional ran-
king framework (NIRF) list in
the country. “Now we have put
in a five year strategw plan to
break into the topengineering
mstltutmns in the country by
critically analysmg NIRF da-
ta,” shesaid.

The new flexible curricu-
Ilum implemented at NIT-T
has been recommended by the
Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MHRD) as a
model one for NITs. The sena-
te of the institute has endor-
sed the introduction of flexib-

le curriculum, minor speciali-
sations and flipped classro-
omsbased on courseplansand
new evaluation models.

This year, a record 1,649
students will be graduating
from the institution, inclu-
ding 46 BArch, 663 MTech, 71
MSec, 88 MCA, 46 MBA, 37 MS
(by research) students and 85
doctorates.

NIT is also among the very
fewinstitutionswhich hassig-
nedan MOU with the National
Academic Depository (NAD)
launched by the union govern-
ment for safe keeping of docu-
ment and verification. Every
institutions has been asked to

_become a member. This year’s

degrees of students will be
uploaded on the NAD site. It
will be available for graduates
and industry for verification.

........................................
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R Chandrasekaran, executive vice-chairman, Cognizant India (right), handing over Young Alumnus Adhiever
(YAA) Award to an alumnus on Sunday. Mini Shaji Thomas, director of NIT-Tiruchy, looks on | EXPRESS

NIT-T made me reach dizzy
heights: Cognizant chief

Q

The
universities
haveto
produce
more
thinkers than
doers while
self-learning
will augment
skill sets of
students.
Time-frame
of successive
revolutions
has shrunk
Cognizant
offiical

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Tiruchy

R CHANDRASEKARAN, executive
vice-chairman, Cognizant India, re-
called his life as a student in the
National Institute of Technology-
Tiruchy (NIT-T) and said the insti-
tute helped him reach heightsto be
what he is today. He was speaking
at the Alumni Day 2017 celebrated
at the NIT-T on Sunday.

Meanwhile, Distinguished Alum-
ni Award (DA A) and Young Alumni
Achiever Award (YAA) were given
m the category towards excellence
in academic and research to 10 de-
serving alumni.

Chandrasekaran obtained his
Bachelor's degree in Mechanical
Engineering from NIT-T (formerly
known as Regional Engineering
College). He said the time- frame of
successive revolutions has shrunk

and the current digital age is rap-
idly developing. “The universities
have to produce more thinkers than
doers, and self-learning will ang-
ment skill setsof students,” he add-
ed. Reminiscing on NIT life, he did
notmiss nostalgic moments on the
campus and his time as a stadent.

Mini Shaji Thomas, director of
NIT-T, asked the alumni to spread
the news of excellent infrastruc-
ture at the institute and improve
the public, industrial and peer per-
ception. She recalled the convoca-
tion address by the co-founder of
Infosys N R Narayana Murthy To
mark their field of excellence, the
institute awarded DAA and YAA
award to over 10 alumni of NIT-T.

Breaking the usual pattern of
giving bouquets, director presented
to Chandrasekaran a green certifi-
cate for planting 100 saplings.

==
=
T
o

Hon, 14 August 2017
epaper. newindianexpress.com//c/21341055
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Work for society also: Cognizant chief

R. VALAYAPATHY | DC
TIRUCHY, AUG 13

R. Chandrasekaran, execu-
tive vice-chairman, Cogni-
zant India, one of the lead-
ing software companies,
underscored the need for
students to meet the needs
of not only the industry but
also society at large.

Mr Chandrasekaran who
obtained his Bachelor's deg-
ree in Mechanical Engine-
ering from the National
Institute of Technology (fo-
rmerly Regional Enginee-
ring College, Tiruchy), ma-
de this observation while
delivering the Alumni Day -
2017 address at NIT-Tiruchy
here on Sunday. He also
pointed out that the social
entrepreneurship is the ne-

@

{x0. TiruchirapP?@
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National Inst!

R. Chandrasekaran, executive vice-chairman, Cognizant

rute of Tecl
Ili

India at the Alumni Day, 2017 at NIT-Tiruchy on Sunday.
The NIT-T director Mini Thomas gives the memento. —DC

ed of the hour. Though ma-
ny people talk about "gloom
and doom”, we are instead
at the cusp of great oppor-
tunities in this 'digital age,
he added.

"What is required is expo-
nential thinking, not incre-
mental thinking. Even tra-
ditional agriculture and
tourism are being trans-
formed by the digital age”,

he said, adding, the univer-
sities have to produce more
thinkers rather than doers.

In her presidential add-
ress NIT-T's director Dr
Mini Shaji Thomas sought
the help of the alumni to
inspire the students to opt
for entrepreneurship. She
urged the alumni to spread
the news of excellent infra-
structure at NIT-T that
would help to enhance the
publie, industrial and peer
group perceptions.

Dr Mini Thomas said she
was keen to build 'Brand
NIT-T' on par with 'Brand
IIT-Madras’. The 'Young
Alumni Achiever Awards
(YAAY and 'Distinguished
Alumni  Awards (DAA)Y
were given to select alumni
at the function.
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‘Digital disruption
has changed the
ways of business’

Times NEws NETWORK

Trichy: Digital disruption has changed
the way businessisconducted, said the ex-
ecutive vicechairman of Cognizant In-
dia, R Chandrasekaran, while urging stu-
dents to indulge in.exponential rather
than incremental thinking to counter
challenges of the new era. He was spea-
King at National Institute of Technology
Trichy aschief guestof thealumniday ce-
lebrations on Sunday:

A distinguished alumni awardee in
2008 by NIT Trichy, Chandrasekaran said
“Though many people talk about “gloom
and doom”, we are instead at the cusp of
great opportunities in this digital age. Di-
gitaldisruption has changed the way busi-
ness is conducted,” he said. He asked the
students to develop agility as the time
frame of successive revolutions had
shrunk and thecurrentdigital age was de-
volvingrapidly.

“Even the traditional agriculture and
tourism are being transformed by the di-
gital age. The changes are difficult to cope
withbutwillbring prosperity, said Chand-
rasekaran who joined Cognizant in 1994
and served in various capacities before ta-
kingup executive vice-chairmanship.

He said that the universities had to
produce more thinkersrather than doers.
Self-learning would augmenttheskill sets
of students. He said India had more pro-
blems and hence more opportunities. The
whole world was apprec1atmg the Mars
Mission of ISRO.

Chandrasekaran recalled the contri-
bution of NIT Trichy alumni K R Sridhar
at the world level and said social entrepre-
neurshipwastheneed of the hour: Hesaid
Sridhar; CEQO of Bloom Energy, was on a
mission to “make clean, reliable energy
affordable for everyone on earth,” he said.

..........................................................

__R Baskar

YﬁUNG ACHIEVER. Executive Vice-
Chairman of Cognizant India R Chandrasek-
aran presenting Young Alumni Achiever
Award to Vaibhav Lodha, Co-founder,
ftcash, during the alumni day celebrations
at National Institute of Technology, Trichy

“We should meet the needs of notonly the
industry but also society,” said Chandra-
sekaran who did his mechanical enginee-
ring at NIT Trichy before moving to IIM
Bangalore.

Instead of the usual bouquet, Director
of NIT'Trichy Mini Shaji Thomashanded
over a “Green Certificate” to the chief gu-
est for planting 100 saplings on his behalf, /
Seeking the help of the alumni to inspire
students to go for entrepreneurship, she
said that under TEQIP (Technical Educa-
tion Improvement Programme) Phase ITT,
half thefundingwasfor settingupinnova-
tion centres wherethe emphasis wason fi-
ling for more patents.

Young Alumni Achiever awards
(YAA) were given in the category ‘“to-
wardsExcellence in Entrepreneurial ven-
ture”to Vaibhav L.odha, co-founder; ftcash
while Vishnu V, executive director; Chen-
nai metropolitan water supply and sewe-
rage board(CMWSSB), bagged the hono-
ur for Excellence in Public Administra- -
tion).

...........................................................
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“IT industry in the cusp of '
opportunity and prosperity”

Cognizént India Executive Vice-Chairman was speaking at NIT-Tiruchi alumni meet

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
TIRUCHI

The IT industry is in the cusp
of opportunity and prosper-
ity in the phase of transition
and a lot could be done
through digital disruption,
R. Chandrasekaran, Execut-
ive Vice-Chairman, Cogniz-
ant India, said on Sunday.

Seeking to allay apprehen-
sions caused by 'gloom and
doom' talk about the in-
dustry, Mr. Chandrasekaran
said the innovation agility is
what is required to prevent
the industry from perishing.

Citing instances of busi-
ness models followed by a
global footwear brand,
flower exporters in Holland,
Mr. Chandrasekaran said the
operational  effectiveness
through leveraging techno-
logy was the basis for life-
time engagement of custom-
ers,

The thinking about
growth has to be be expo-
nential, not incremental, he
said, speaking at the Alumni
Day celebrations of National
Institute of Technology -
Tiruchi. : :

- M Chandrasekaran

joined the NIT-T Director
Mini Shaji Thomas and pres-
ident of Regional Engineer-
ing College's Alumni Associ-
ation Krishna Sai in
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National Institute of Techr
Tiruchirappalli

Executive Vice Chairman of Cognizant India R.
Chandrasekaran (right), hands over Young Alumni Achiever
Award to V. Vishnu, Executive Director, Chennai Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage Board, at National Institute of
Technology - Tiruchi on Sunday. =PHOTO: A. MURALITHARAN

presenting Young Alumni
and’ Distinguished Alumni
Awards.

The two Young Alumni-

Achiever Awardees were
Vaibhave Lodha, Co-
founder, ftcash, for excel-
lence in Entrepreneurial
venture, and V. Vishnu, IAS,
Executive Director, Chennai
Metropolitan Water Supply
and Sewerage Board, for ex-
cellence in Public
Administration.

The Distinguished Alumni
Award winners were Sridhar
Mahadevan, Director, Artifi-
cial Intelligence Centre,
Stanford Research Institute,
USA (Academic / Research),
Jayanth Ramakrishnan, Chief
Operating Officer, Bastion
Technologies, Houston, TX,
USA (Corporate/ Industry);
Nagaraj Murthy, Vice-presid-
ent of Operations, High-
Speed Verification Business
Unit at Cadence Design Inc

(Corporate / Industry);
Srimathi Shivashankar, Vice-
President, HCL Technologies
(Corporate/ Industry); A. Vi-
jayarajan, Founder and Chief
Technology Officer of InnAc-
cel Technologies (Entrepren-
eurial Venture); Prabhu G
Kumar, Co-Founder an
Board Member, Logic Group
of Companies (Entrepren-
eurial Venture); R. Vas-
udevan, Secretary of YOKE
Society (Service to society at
large); and Saibal Mitra, Sec-
retary and Managing Dir-
ector, Deenabandhu Trust,
Kolkatta (Service to society
at large).

Presiding over the func-
tion, the NIT-T Director said
an Alumni Interaction Cell
will be constituted with the
objectives of encouraging
entrepreneurship among

students, improve the per-

ception about the institution
at national and international
levels, and streamlining
funds for scholarships and
endowments.

With placements of 97%
for B.Tech and 87% for post-
graduation at NIT-T, it was

-the best in the country, the

institution was placed first
among NITs and 11th overall
in NIRF (National Institute
Framework Ranking), Dr.
Mini said.
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Inauguration of Golden Jubilee
Convention Hall on 12.08.2017

Foundation Stone Laying for
Golden Jubilee Annex Building of
Chemical Engineering Department
on 12.08.2017
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