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Smart India Hackathon — 2019 to begin on Saturday

TRICHY: National Institute of Technology (NIT) Trichy is one among 48 nodal centres in the
country to host Smart India Hackathon — 2019 starting Saturday. Smart India Hackathon is a
nationwide initiative of the ministry of human resource development (MHRD) to engage technology
savvy students to come up with innovative and feasible solutions to industry-related problems. NIT-
Trichy will host eight problem statements formulated by Cognizant Technology Solutions (CTS)
and Chennai District Small Scale Industries Association (CDISSIA). The winning team will get a
cash prize of Rs 1 lakh each. A total 32 teams with 121 boys and 77 girls from various institutions
across the country together with their mentors will work in the areas of waste management,
healthcare and biomedical devices, robotics and drones, agriculture and rural development. The
hackathon will see the participation of over a lakh student from across the country forming 1,400
teams with eight students each. The student are expected to develop software applications like live
school that provides free world class education, mobile application that is GST — compliant to
benefit MSMEs besides an app that provides real-time vital health data to ensure health and
longevity. The industry will get multiple solutions for a single problem and they can implement the
simplest and feasible solution from the young minds, said NIT Trichy director Mini Shaji Thomas.
Such hackathons would also pave way for students to collaborate with industry in further developing

their ideas to the next level, she said.
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NIT earmarks land, buildings
for ISRO incubation centre

2 2 crore (o be allocated for creating necessary facilities

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
TIRUCHI

Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) has speci-
fied its requirements to the
National Institute of Tech-
nology - Tiruchi (NIT-T) for
establishing its Space Tech-

nology Incubation Centre (S-

TIC).

The decision to establish
one of its six centres in Tiru-
chi was conveyed by its
Chairman N. Sivan earlier
this year while addressing
the Graduation Day of St. Jo-
seph’s College,

The S-TICs are mandated
with the task of providing
projects of importance to
the ongoing and futuristic
programmes of ISRO for re-

search, post graduate and
under graduate students.
The products will be validat-
ed in the existing facilities of
ISRO.

“We have set apart land
and buildings in the campus
to start the S-TIC. The ISRO
gave us a list of requirements
and we have communicated
back,” NIT-T Director Mini
Shaji Thomas said. .

The ISRO will allocate ¥ 2
crore to the NIT-T to build
necessary facilities for the
incubation centre to pro-
mote start-ups and give
thrust to innovations and re-
search in space technolo-
gies. ;

The start-ups will be ena-
bled to develop prototypes

of components in space sys-
tems in partnership with the
industry. ISRO will evaluate
these prototypes and buy
them depending upon their
worthiness. :

The first S-TIC for north- . :
eastern region was inaugu-
rated last year at National In-
stitute of Technology - Agar-
tala. Four other S-TICs are to
be established in Jalandhar,
Bhubaneswar, Nagpur, In-
dore. ISRO has chosen the :
locations based on the pre- !
sence of strong academic in- !
stitutions and industry, and
has offered to provide the
necessary mentorship and
guidance to individuals and
businesses at the incubation
centres.
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Smart India Hackathon from today

For 36 hours from Saturday morning, 32 eight-member teams will work non-stop at the
National Institute of Technology-Tiruchi, the venue of Smart India Hackathon 2019 — Software
Edition, to find solutions to eight problem statements: six given by Cognizant Technology
Solutions and two by Chennai District Small Scale Industries Association.

The teams from technology institutions across the country will work in the areas of waste
management, healthcare and biomedical devices, robotics and drones, agriculture, and rural
development, NIT-T Director Mini Shaji Thomas told media persons on Friday. The competing
teams are expected to develop software applications such as Live School that provides free
world-class education, mobile application that is GST-compliant to benefit MSMEs, a self-
learning BOT (refers to web robot) with deep learning capabilities, besides an App that provides
real-time vital health data to ensure health and longevity.

The teams will go through three rounds of judging by experts drawn from academic institutions
and industry. The winning team in each of the themes will be awarded prize money of Rs. 1
lakh, Prof. Mini Thomas said.

The nation-wide event envisaging encouraging solutions for 350 problem statements from
students has been designed to bring industry and institutions closer, she said. The grand finale
involving participation of 1,300 teams comprising 1.5 lakh students at 48 nodal centres across
the country will be launched by the Minister for Human Resources Development Prakash
Javadekar. The NIT-T has the ideal innovation ecosystem to conduct the event, the NIT-T
Director said, referring to the second prize won by the NIT-T team at the Indo-Singapore
Hackathon 2018, last November. The Nanyang Technological University and MHRD's
Innovation Cell had organised the Singapore-India Hackathon-2018 under the theme ‘Solution
for Humanity.’

The NIT-T team had won a cash award of 6,000 Singapore Dollars for building an effective
learning platform based on crowd sourcing and live chat for expert interaction in an Neuro-
Linguistic Processing engine. The learning platform can tag topics to summarise the concepts
in the form of mind maps and give recommendations for pre-requisites and related topics with
links to resources.

Four teams from NIT-T are taking part in the Smart India Hackathon 2019 - Software Edition,
at institutions in Dehradun, Jalandhar, Jaipur and Panipat.
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NIT gears up for role in Defence Corridor project

ECRBSITES ALAICE @y

NIT TIRUCHY may take up
consulting work for Ordnance
Factory Tiruchy (OFT) and the
Armed forces to contribute to
the Defence Corridor initiative,
according to the institute’s di-
rector, Mini Shaji Thomas. She
was addressing reporters as
she announced the Smart India
Hackathon to be held at NIT-
Tirmchy from Saturday
Speaking about NIT's De-
fence Corridor activities, she
said a few rounds of meetings
have been held with IIT Madras
and PSG College in Coim-
batore, The three educational
and research institutions were
expected to lend their expertise
for the Defence Corridor in Ta-
mil Nadw An Indian Navy of-
ficial has been appointed nodal
officer, “They have already vis-
ited the institution to checkon
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India Hackathon to be hosted by the institution | expsess

infrastructural capabilities to
take on the challenges,” Thom-
as said,

On future projects, she said,
“With OFT next door, we hope
to collaborate on design and
validation of some of their
products.” She also spokeabout
the new Entrepreneurship for
Engineers course to be intro-
duced in NIT Tiruchy and on

how therecently introduced In-
tellectual Property Rights (IPR)
course was attracting
students.

Taking a question en accom-
modating the 25 per cent in-
crease in intake of students
next year with 10 per cent res-
ervation for economically
weaker sections, Thomas said,
“There are sufficient class-

rooms.” She said NIT Tiruchy
is working to provide the re-
quired lodging facilities. Anew
ladies’ hostel is under con-
struction and more are in the
pipeline.

Smart India Hackathon will
attract students from all over
the country working towards
solving real world industrial
(software) problems. NIT
Tiruchy was chosen to be one
of the veriues to host this event,
with more than 1,300 eight-
member teams participating
nationwide.

A release from the institute
said applications for Live
School thatprovides free world-
class education, GST-compati-
ble mobile applications for MS-
MEs, self- learning BOTs to
provide real-time vital health
information among others
would make the problem state-
ments for the students.

Eh

i‘m\\ Sat, 02 March 2019
\PRISS epaper. newindianexpress. con/c/37204537
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NIT-Trichy among 48 nodal centres to host Smart India hackathon

National Institute of technology (NIT) Trichy will host smart India hackathon — 2019 software edition starting from
Saturday — and will become one among the 48-nodal centre in the country to do so. The programme is a nationwide
initiative by Ministry of human resource development (MHRD) to engage technology savvy students to come up
with innovative and feasible solution to industry related problems. NIT Trichy will host eight problem statements
formulated by Cognizant Technology Solutions (CTS) and Chennai district small scale industries association
(CDISSIA). The winning team from each of the themes will be awarded prize of Rs 1 lakh. A total of 32 teams
consisting of 121 boys and 77 girls from various institutions across the country will take part in the hackathon.
They will work on the areas of waste management, healthcare and biomedical devices, robotics and drones,
agriculture and rural development under the guidance of their mentors. Students from NIT Trichy will be in
Dehradun, Jaipur, Panipat and Jamshedpur taking part in the hackathon. The hackathon will see the participation of
over a lakh student from across the country forming 1,400 teams having eight students each. Student are expected
to develop software applications like live school that provides free world class education, mobile application that
is GST — compliant to benefit MSMESs besides an app that provides real-time vital health data to ensure health and
longevity. “India is leading in terms of software industry and problems are equally high. In educational institutions,
students do project works and researchers carry out research but without any coordination with the industry. Such
hackathon is the outcome of efforts to identify problems from industry, especially software industry and engaged
students in finding solutions,” said NIT director Mini Shaji Thomas. The industry will get multiple solutions for a
single problem and they could implement the simplest and feasible solution from young minds, the director said
Reducing the gap between industry and academia, such hackathons would pave way for students to collaborate with
industry in further developing their ideas to the next level, she said.

Institute to launch programme on entrepreneurship for engineers

National Institute of Technology (NIT) Trichy is planning to launch an elective programme on ‘Entrepreneurship
for engineers’ in July, with the institution receiving an expression of interest from the Navy to be part of the venture.
NIT director Mini Shaji Thomas said that a set of alumni put forward the idea and one of its main aspects would be
handled by a few of the alumni entrepreneurs. Though the key objective is to pique students’ interest in
entrepreneurship, they would be made to work on a project on the same, she said. Stating the Navy was keen on
adding their inputs to the new course, the director said the curriculum framing is under way with the expertise from
alumni. A course on intellectual property rights (IPR) last year is popular with students, she said adding the patent
filing too has increased manifold in the past 18 months. A total of 50 patents have been filed, of which two have
been given approval. The process of patent filing gained momentum after the start of a dedicated IPR cell. The
Navy has appointed a nodal officer to collaborate with institutions and she had a meeting with vice-admiral ranked
officer last week, Mini said. “We have chalked out a few programmes including the defence corridor to work in
future,” the director said Asked about NIT’s role in the defence corridor project, she said that three institutions in
Tamil Nadu including NIT Trichy are part of the project and NIT Trichy is collaborating with PSG College of
Technology to work on a set of problems that would be given by defence ministry. “Besides, we have already
collaborated with Ordinance Factory Trichy (OFT) on designing and validation of some of their components, she
said.
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Smart India hackathon finals begin at NIT-T

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUCHY, MARCH 2

(rgasiraton

The National Institute of A &

Technology,  Tiruchi:
rappalli (NIT'T), one of the
nodal centres selected by

the Ministry of Human P al

Resource  Development
(MHRD), is hosting the two-
day grand finale of ‘Smart
[ndia Hackathon (SIH2019)

Software  Edition’ on ¢ =

Saturday and Sunday here,
A NIT'T release said that
the event is the world's
Diggest open Innovation
model, software competi-
tion and is a part of a
nationwide initfative of the
MHRD to involve the brains
trust of the nation, the tech-
nology-savvy students, to
come up with innovative
and feasible solutions to
industry-related problems,

- MHRD to unveil the unique

expertise of the young
minds of India, This year's
edition has more than 1,300
teams (eight members per
team) racing against the
clock, in48 different centres
in India, to come up with
practical solutions in under

ko 36 hours, it added.

Or Mini Shan Thomas, director of NIT-T, ﬂanked by other
dignitaries lightning the kuthuvilakku to mark the inaugus
ration of the 36 hours grand finale of ‘Smart India
Hackathon (SIH2019) Software Edition' at NIT-T on
Saturday.

-0C

This is the third edition of the Hackathon initiated by

The release said that the
NIT-T'is hosting eight prob-
em statements provided by

| the Cognizant Technology
LY Solutions
Chennai Distrct Small

(CTS) and

Scale Industries Associa-

2 tion (CDISSIA)

The exuberant 52 teams
encompassing 121 boys and
71 girls from various insti-
tutions actoss the country
along with two mentors rep-
resenting each institute,
are participating in the
Grand finale hosted in NIT-

3" MARCH 2019

T The Grand finale was
inaugurated by the chief
guest Mr. S, B Jayanthan,
regional director, Temenos
India Pvt, Ltd, Chennai, in
the presence of Dr Mini
Shaji Thomas, director of
NITT, dean (SW), Dr
Samson Mathew , Dr
Bhasker, Mr.  Raman
Narasimhan, vice presi-
dent, CTS and Mr, Abhijeet
Khandagale, MHRD
Representative, Dr. Anand
Deshpande, chairman and
MD, Persistent Systems,
Higher Education
Secretary, R Subramaniam
and others,

The Union HRD minister
Prakash Javadekar,
addressed the nodal centres
and the student teams, afler
inaugurating the event
through video conferenc:
ing, the release added,

) R EEEEEE—E————— b



THE NEW

INDIAN
'EXPRESS

Hackthon
for real-time
industrial
fixes at N1I'T

WIITITH 22 teamms of eight sto-
dents each coding real- titnie o
fix probleinnis in waste Imrarng ge-
ment, healthcocare, robotics, ag-
riculture, educationn and fFi-
nancs: the grand finale of
Simart India Hackothon Kicked
off at the INIT on Saturdass

Human Resource Minister
Prakash Javederkar inagurat-
ed the event through videoccorn-
frenceing Jaipur He said only
inmowvation counld bring abowt
developiment and asked for the
students to help thhe nration
fAlouvrish. The event hosts I,300
teams at different institations
like MNIT-Tirvichy.

At Tiruchy, 32 teams from
wvarious parts of the country
took on problemms provided by
Cognizant Technology Saolu-
tions and Chennai District
Srmrall Scale Irndustricos Associa-
tion, six from the former arnd
twro fromm the latter:

The problems demanded
software solutions for on-de-
maryd waste collection soogrega-
tion service, tracking health,
building self-learning bots,
identifyving optimum harwvest
time for cash crops, recycling
and donatingg goods, educatinig
students remotely, GST coin-
patibility for HWMISHME aid eirn-
ployves salary management.
They carried cash prizes of
FE5O 00T Llakh.

Four teams from the NIT
have made it to the finale ard
were participating in venues
elsewhere, Very few institua-
tion=s hawve four or more stu-
dents gualified for the finale.

The event was inaunvgsurated
by SF Javanthan of TEMEMNOS
India. Cognizant’s Raman Nar-
asimhan, and ministry repre-
sentative Abhijeet Khandagale
were also aimong the present.
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Hackathon ends

Tiruchy: A nationwide Hackathon

that started at 8.25 a.m on

Saturday ended around 5 p.mon

Sunday. NIT-Tiruchy was one of

the 48 nodal centres to host the

event. Atotal of32 teamsof 8

students each participated. An

address by Prime Minister Modi

through video conference and yoga

sessions were among the

highlights. ENS
iINDIAN Mon, @4 Marc
EXPRESS epaper.newin )
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Seven solutions emerge at

R. VALAYAPATHY]| DC
TIRUCHY, MARCH 5

NIT—Tlruchy hackathon

As many as seven solutions
were arrived at the "Grand
Finale’ of the two-day
Smart India Hackathon
(SI1112019) Software Edition,
which concluded at Nat-
ional Institute of Tech-
nology, Tiruchirappalli,
(NIT-T) one of the nodal
centres selected by Union
HRD ministry to host the
event, here on Sunday .

A NIT-T release said here
on Tuesday that there were
31 vibrant teams and 25
enthusiastic mentors who
brainstormed and cracked
eight problem statements
for 36 continuous hours. All
the participants compris-
ing 114 boys and 68 girls
were exuberant and ener-
getic during the course of
the event.

The valediction ceremony
was held in the presence of
Raman Narasimhan. vice-
president, Cognizant, Dr
Mini Shaji Thomas, direc-
tor, NIT“T and Dr Samson
Mathew, dean, Students
Wellare, NIT-T.

In his valedictory add-
ress, Raman Narasimhan,
emphasized on the insight-
ful scale of the assigned
problem statements and the
impact in finding a credible
solution that would con-
tribute to the development
of the nation.

; e - Z
NIT-T dlrector Mlnl Shajl Thomas W|th the wmnmg teams

at the conclusion of Hackathon at Tiruchy.

In her presidential addr-
ess, Prof. Mini Shaji Tho-
mas, pointed out that she
was thankful to all the me-
mbers involved in the event
for making all the neces-
sary arrangements even al
short notice.

The following teams were
the winners for their seven
solutions:

Team "FitGit1.0" from
Delhi Technological Unive-
rsity, New Delhi working on
'Longevity’, Team "Ghoul
Coders™, Government Col-
lege of Engineering, Aura-
ngabad, on "Waste Manage-
ment’, Team "Technolog-
ues” from Indira Gandhi
Delhi Technical University
for Women, New Delhi on
'Live School for World-class

—-0cC

free education', Team "Hac-
king Bad” from Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan's Sardar
Patel Institute of Techn-
ology, Maharashtra, on
‘Solid Waste/ Waste man-
agement cost', Team
“Scorpions X" from Sri
Manakula Vinayagar Engi-
neering College, Puduch-
erry on ‘Avoid Cash Crop
Loss', Team "Apeiron” from
Lakshmi Narain College of
Technology, Madhya Pra-
desh, on 'Mobile App - soflt-
ware development for
GST', Team "Coders Uni-
ted” from Thadomal Sha-
hani Engineering College,
Maharashtra on 'Software
platform for managing pay-
ment transactions of Em-
ployee’, the release added.

6t" MARCH 2019
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NIT-T holds orientation programme on assistive
devices for visually challenged

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
TIRUCHI

Visually challenged students
and teachers from across the
State were imparted basic
knowledge of modern assis-
tive devices during a three-
day programme held at Na-
tional Institute of Technolo-
gy- Tiruchi,

The 52 participants, most
of them students, besides a
few teachers, a librarian and
a railway staff, benefited
from the residential training
programme on use of lap-
tops, smartphones, various
associated shortcut. keys,
basic android accessibility
settings, talkback feature
and text to speech feature.

The participants of the
programme, conducted in
association with NIEPVD

(National Institute for Empo-
werment of Persons with Vi-
sual Disabilities) under Mi-
nistry of Social Justice and
empowerment, were also
oriented on Apps such as
‘Eye D Pro’, ‘Be my eyes’,
that was developed to help
the visually impaired (V1) to
connect with sighted volun-
teers for visual assistance.
They were apprised of the
legal provisions on access to
information and assistive
devices under RPD (Rights of
Persons with Disabilities)
Act, various assistive fea-
tures available for the visual-
ly impaired in banking ser-
vices and Unified Payment
Interface, ease of usage of e-
commerce services and
Apps of transport aggrega-
tors, online shopping and

food delivery.

The resource persons also
highlighted the utility of on-
line digital libraries.

Mobility tech

The training programme
concluded with a brief expla-
nation on the modern tech-
nologies used for mobility
like smart canes, and naviga-
tion Apps.

The trainers who were vi-
sually challenged are Jaga-
jothi Voluntary Reader’s Cir-
cle for the Visually Impaired,
Audio and Braille section,
District central library,
Tiruchi.

A large number of student
volunteers of Pupil for Pupil
Committee (PPC), the social
outreach arm of the post-
graduate students of NITT,

6t" MARCH 2019

took the lead in organising
the programme.

Faculty Advisor Sheeba
said the objective was to in-
tegrate and enhance the im-
pact of the social outreach
initiative of the Institute.

Bakthavatsalam, Profes-
sor, who led the NITT volun-
teers, said such a pro-
gramme for students with
special needs was organised
for the fourth year in a row

Tagore, Research Officer,

~ NIEPVD, lauded the NITT

students for creating more
than 1,000 audiobooks in
the repository of Trichy dis-
trict library.

NIT-T Director Mini Shaji
Thomas said digital assistive
aids had infused confidence
and competency in visually
challenged people.

-
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Vision impaired get training on
using smart phones, apps

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Tiruchy

NIT Tiruchy hosted a three day {fraining program for around 52
visually impaired persons from various parts of Tamil Nadu in
association with NIEPYD (National Institute for Empower ment
of Persons with Visual Disabilities)under Ministrv of Social Jus-
tice and cmpowerment. The workshop introduced members {o
using basic facilities in laptops and smart phones. This included
accessing of settings, simple programs, turning on assistance
features that already exists on most device like talk back, texi-to-
speech. Apps like ‘Eve D Pro’, *Be my eves’, that was developed to
help the visually impaired (VD to connect with sighted volunteers
for assistance was used by the volunteers who trained the people.
The participants were also trained on using these sofiwares as
well, The trainers, visuallvy impaired themselves were from Jaga-
jothi Voluntary Reader’s Circle for the Visually Impaired, Audio
and Braille section, District central library, Tiruchy

|\||}| AN Wed, 06 March 2819
@ljklimfﬁﬂ epaper. newindianexpress. com/c/ /37321776
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Festive spirit pervades NIT-T campus

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
TIRUCHI

Students of National Insti-
tute of Technology - Tiruchi
(NIT-T), the melting pot of In-
dian culture, swayed to Ta-
mil folklore while witnessing
a Villupattu, the first event of
NITTFEST’19, the inter-de-
partmental festival, ~on
Saturday.

And then, there was Dra-
matics performed by teams
from eight departments, tak-
ing viewers on a magical
journey of varying emotions
through their wonderful sto-
ries The judges, Aravind R.
Vyas and Pranav Dwarak-
nath, had a difficult time
. choosing the winners.

Act-a-thon required stu-
dents to act spontaneously
. on the informal stage. There
© was also the spotlight on
Qawwali that spurred stu-
dents into coming out with
energetic performances.

On the second day, too,

©the event began with cultu-
" rally-rich Koothambalam, a
street play where partici-
pants were allowed to use in-

* “struments and songs relating

to folk culture.
Needless to say, the classi-
cal solo event mesmerized

the audience, which was also-

drenched in melodies of solo
instrumental classic and solo
vocal western performances
that followed.

Nukkad Naatak, a street

play in Hindi that took place.
near the informal stage in °

front of bam hall attracted a

“large crowd.

There were a lot of excit-
ing informal events on the
informal stage by the mar-
keting team, like Hogathon
and lucky draw by red taxi.
The last event on the second
day was the Battle of Bands
at the barn hall that had the
largest number of 12 partici-
pating teams.

" According to the organis-
ing team, NITTFEST symbol-

12t MARCH 2019

ised the institute's' philoso-
phy of development of
individuals reflecting in a tri-
bute to creative genius in
each Nittian.

The inter-departmental
cultural festival was inaugu-
rated by cine director Laksh-
my Ramakrishnan in the
presence of NIT'T Director
Mini Shaji Thomas. {

The chief guest shared her
inspiring experiences.

. 12
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Top academics to
address NIT-T
‘Pragyan’ meet

Tiruchy: The 25th edition of
four-day Pragyan will open at
the National Institute of tech-

nology Tiruchy (NIT-T) on
March 14, with seven clusters,
according to Prof Mini Shaji
Thomas, director, NIT-T. Dr
Mini told newsmen here on

Tuesday that several events

including Pragyan Main quiz

and Biz quiz cater to the
interest of quizzers. 18 work-
shops, taught by industry
leaders such as ISRO,
Microsoft, HP and Avira edu-
cation, will expand the par-
ticipants' understanding of
the industry today, she
added. Eminent personalities
like Dr Spyridon "Spiros"
Michalakis, a quantum physi-
cist and staff researcher at
Caltech, Montek Singh
Ahluwalia, a renowned econ-
omist and former deputy
chairman of the erstwhile
Planning Commission of India
and Dr Frederick J. Raab, the
LIGO associate director of
Observatory Operations are
some of the top speakers
who will be gracing Pragyan,
she said.

13t MARCH 2019
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‘Spectrum’ is theme of Pragyan’19

‘Spectrum’ signifying various facets of technology and myriad management strategies, is the theme of
Pragyan’19, an ISO-certified techno-managerial festival pioneered by students of National Institute of
Technology-Tiruchi. A footfall of 6,000 school and college students is expected during the four-day festival
beginning on March 14. Indian Space Research Organisation, National Instruments, Microsoft, HP, Anvira
Education and several other organisations will equip students with knowledge of the latest in the world of
technology. Pepper, a robot with emotional intelligence and Slow Dance Frame, which appears to make
objects move in slow motion, figure among the exhibits depicting cutting-edge technology. School and
college students can visit the exhibition from 10 a.m., Director of NIT-T Mini Shaji Thomas said. There will
be workshops on several topics including Image Processing of Satellite Data and Building Design and

Technology.

Lecture series Talks by Spyridon “Spiros” Michalakis, a quantum physicist and staff researcher at CalTech;
Montek Singh Ahuluwalia, Deputy Chairman of the erstwhile Planning Commission of India; and Frederick
J. Raab, Ligo Associate Director of Observatory Operations, constitute the highlight of Pragyan Guest
Lecture series, organisers said. There are participants from 60 countries for online events and the array of
events spans seven clusters. Sangam, an intra-college hardware hackathon, and Ingenium, an exclusive event
for students of other colleges to exhibit their technological prowess, will symbolise celebration of innovative

spirit.

Light artist Ramod Malaka, feet puppeteer Anne Klinge and bubbleologist Graham Maxwell are among the
infotainment artistes to visit the campus. Pragyan is also associating with Human Library Hyderabad to
conduct a Human Library with a collection of 13 interesting books in which the authors have challenged the

stigmas of society through their lifestyle choices, beliefs and accomplishments.

13t MARCH 2019
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Montek, CIT physicist among NIT’s Pragyan 2019 guest lecturers

TNN | Mar 13,2019, 04.54 AM IST

TRICHY: Former deputy chairman of erstwhile planning commission of India Montek Singh
Ahluvalia and renowed quantum physicist Spyridon Michalakis from California Institute of
Technology will be part of the 15th edition of Pragyan — 2019, an annual international techno-
management festival at NIT Trichy, starting from Thursday.

They are among the six personalities who will be part of the popular guest lecture series of this
years’ Pragyan. Open source humanoid robots from Sweden will also be exhibited at the four-day
festival. NIT Trichy director Mini Shaji Thomas said that the institute would be open for students
to visit various research facilities on the campus. Participants from 60 countries will be part of the
student-run organisation.

“Spectrum is the theme of this year’s Pragyan. The four-day festival will expose everyone to facets
of technology in development along with the myriad management strategies that are being
employed presently,” said the director.

This year several clusters of events and 18 workshops have been added by bringing together the
best organisations in their domains including ISRO, National Instruments, Microsoft, HP and
Anvira Education to provide students a practical experience of the latest in the world of technology.
“With workshops ranging from image processing of satellite data to building design and technology,
the workshops at Pragyan will surely do justice to its theme,” said Samson Mathew, dean of students
welfare.

“Sangam is an intra college hardware hackathon while Ingenium is for students of other colleges.
Both these competitions willprovide students the platform they need to showcase their technological
prowess,” he said.

“We hope the workshop will let all the participants know what is the latest in technology and where
they should focus on,” said Mini Shaji Thomas.

13t MARCH 2019
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NIT Trichy — Pragyan 2019 Inauguration

The inauguration ceremony of Pragyan, NIT Trichy 2019 took place on the 14th of March 2019,
from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM. The chief guest for the evening was Padma Shri M.Y.S. Prasad, former
director of the Satish Dhawan Space Centre. The guest of honour for the evening was Mr. Kesavan
G, Head of supply chain management, Power, Transmission and Distribution at Larsen and Toubro.

The ceremony began in an auspicious manner, with a prayer song and the lighting of the lamp. This
was followed by the welcome address by the Staff Advisor of Pragyan 2019, Dr. Rajeswari Sridhar.
Next, Mukesh, the Chairperson of Pragyan, NIT Trichy 2019, took the stage to inform the audience
of the story of Pragyan 2019 so far, with a speech titled ‘Pragyan at a glance’, following which the
Dean of Students Welfare, Dr. Samson Mathew, delivered his address to the students. The Director
of NIT Trichy, Prof. Mini Shaji Thomas then delivered the presidential address, highlighting
everything Pragyan 2019 has to offer, giving By hellomadras - March 15, 2019 special emphasis to
Sangam and Ingenium, competitions aimed at fostering product development and entrepreneurship.

The chief guest for the evening was Padma Shri M.Y.S. Prasad, former director of the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre delivered his inaugural address on highlighting the steps taken across the
globe in the mission to Mars. He ended his insightful keynote by encouraging the students to
reinvigorate the scientific temper of the country. In his inauguration address, he spoke at length
about the mission to Mars. He spoke briefly about the solar system and discussed the journey to
Mars. He justified the effort and time taken for a Mars mission by noting the possibility of
discovering extra-terrestrial life in Mars in addition to helping us decide conditions for our own
colonies. The keynote went into great detail regarding the Mars missions across the globe in U.S.A,
Russia, India, and

China. The talk enclosed details from the initial framework for Mars exploration (starting from 1975
in USA) to recent successful endeavours like the Curiosity rover. He highlighted the challenges
faced in space exploration and hoped for innovative solutions from the young minds present. He
ended his insightful keynote by encouraging the students to reinvigorate the scientific temper of the
country.
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Quotes

“When India speaks in a world conference of space, the world listens”

Next, the Guest of Honour, Mr. Kesavan G took the stage to deliver a speech and expressed his
best wishes for Pragyan 2019. The speeches were followed by the Memento distribution. The event
concluded with the vote of thanks by the Overall Coordinator, Mr. J.M. Kabinesh.

This year’s edition of Pragyan, NIT Trichy is scheduled to take place between the 14th to 17th of
March, 2019. The inauguration ceremony will be graced by the presence of Padma Shri M.Y.S

Prasad, who will be the chief guest for the evening.

In line with our theme, Spectrum, Pragyan presents to you an array of exhibitions involving
PepperBot, the humanoid robot capable of recognising the principal human emotions along with

informative workshops on, augmented reality, IoT prototyping and deep learning.

Pragyan 2019, also presents a distinguished class of eminent speakers for the Guest Lecture Series
including Dr Spyridon Michalakis, quantum physicist and staff researcher at CalTech, and the
scientific consultant for Marvel Studios. Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia, former Deputy Chairman of
the Erstwhile Planning Commission of India, Dr Crystal Dilworth, science communicator and
advocate on Gender equity and diversity in STEM among many others. This year’s crossfire topic
of “Do we have the right to free speech or just compliant speech?” promises to be eye-opening and

enlightening in so many ways.

Pragyan 2019 also plays hosts to a lineup of internationally acclaimed infotainment artists like
Graham Maxwell from UK, Yanika Beliza from Spain, Ramod Malaka from Sri Lanka, and a whole
lot more. The world’s largest human library conducted by a student-run organisation acts as the

perfect feather in the cap of this amazing celebration.

15t MARCH 2019
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PRAGYAN
‘Human colonies

on Mars could
be a possibility’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Tiruchy

IN the future, we may have to live there,”
said MYS Prasad, former director of the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre said pointing
up (to the Mars), speaking at the inaugura-
tion of Pragvan, NIT’s inter-collegiate
event, on Thursday

Prasad justified the time and efforts tak-
en by some best of the minds on Earth to
explore space, Mars in particular He said
that the possibility of exploring Mars for
life once existed and could pave way for ex-
ploring the possibility of creating colonies
for earthlings on the red planet.

“Today the travel (to Mars) may take 9
months and 10 months toreturn, in the fu-
ture it may be just one month,” said Pras-
ad. He spoke of possible advantages of life
in Mars if made possible can provide.

The senior scientist shared thelatestde-
velopments in the Mangalyan mission and
the tests that are being done in Mars and
how theresults can be interpreted. The lec-
ture briefed on attempts on ventures to
Mars spanning from the 1975 to recent in-
sertion of probes by the Curiosity rover
just weeks back into the Mars’s surface.

Kesavan G, Head of supply chain man-
agement, Power, Transmission and Distri-
bution at Larsen and Toubro and Mini
Shaji Thomas, Director of NIT Tiruchy
were present.

iNpiAN Fri., 15 March 2019 Faad
elzﬁ_\l" I'SS epaper.newindianexpress A‘
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Students urged to find innovative solutions to challenges in space

Trichy: Encouraging students to reinvigorate scientific temper of the country, M Y S Prasad, former
director of the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, highlighted the challenges faced in space exploration and
hoped for innovative solutions from the young minds. Addressing the crowd after inaugurating
Pragyan — 2019, the four-day long techno - managerial festival at National Institute of Technology
(NIT) Trichy, Padma Shri awardee and chief guest at the event, Prasad talked about the steps taken
across the globe in the mission to Mars. Justifying the effort and time taken by the country for Mars
mission, he noted the possibility of discovering extra-terrestrial life on Mars in addition to helping us
decide conditions for our own colonies. He gave details on Mars missions across the globe in U.S.A,
Russia, India, and China and talked about the initial framework for Mars exploration starting from
1975 in USA to recent successful endeavours like the Curiosity rover. The guest of honour for the
evening was Kesavan G, head of supply chain management, power, transmission and distribution at

Larsen and Toubro.

Director of NIT Trichy, Mini Shaji Thomas highlighted what Pragyan 2019 has to offer by giving
special emphasis to Sangam and Ingenium, competitions aimed at fostering product development and

entrepreneurship.

In line with the theme—Spectrum—Pragyan-2019 will present an array of exhibitions involving
PepperBot, the humanoid robot capable of recognizing the principal human emotions along with

informative workshops on augmented reality, [oT prototyping and deep learning.

Pragyan-2019 also plays hosts to a line-up of internationally acclaimed infotainment artists like

Graham Maxwell from UK, Yanika Beliza from Spain and Ramod Malaka from Sri Lanka.

15t MARCH 2019
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Montek highlights critical

aspects of state planning

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUCHY, MARCH 15

Former Deputy Chairman
of the Planning
Commission, Dr Montek
Singh Ahluwalia stressed
on four key aspects of slo-
gans, targets, programmes,
and policy in the context of
planning and governance,

He cited certain instances
of how governments identi-
fy targets and move for-
ward to implement policies
for the same,

Mr. Ahluwalia made this
observations while deliver-
ing a guest lecture at the
second day event of the
four-day ongoing 'Pragyan’
celebrations at  the
National Institute of
Technology-Tiruchy (NIT-
T) here on Friday.

He also pointed out that
current state of healthcare
and education  and
addressed them from the
reforms perspective.

M.YS. Prasad, former
director of the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre inau-
gurated the cvent on
Thursday night in the pres-
ence of Mr Kesavan G,
Head of supply chain man-
agement, Power, Trans.

Sl

Dr Montek
&2 singh
wan Ahluwalia
S speaking at
™ the event on
did Friday. -oC

\

=

| &
mission and Distribution at
Larsen and Toubro.

In  her presidential
atldress, Prof. Mini Shaji
Thomas, director of the
NIT-T highlighted every-
thing that 'Pragyan 2019’
has to offer;, giving

special emphasis to com-
petitions that are aimed at
fostering product develop-
ment and entrepreneur-
ship.
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Economic growth with social inclusion imperative: Montek

Emphasises on health, education

Targets, programmes and policies pertaining to economic growth is what people should look for in public
debates of political parties, rather than rating their slogans alone, Montek Singh Ahluwalia, former

Deputy Chairman of the erstwhile Planning Commission of India, said on Friday.

Z Social inclusion through emphasis on education and health ought to be an essential component of
economic growth. While utility of investment on education is a long-time prospect, the focus on health
will reflect in a short-term benefit of stronger workforce that is required for achieving economic growth,

Mr. Ahluwalia said.

He was delivering a guest lecture on ‘Future prospects of economy’ at National Institute of Technology

- Tiruchi (NIT-T) as part of Pragyan ‘19, the annual techno-management festival.
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Referring to the NDA government making a lower estimate of the growth rate recorded during the UPA

regime, Mr. Ahluwalia observed that the path to achieving the Rs. 10 trillion GDP target by 2032
necessitated a better year-on-year growth than the current level of 7.5%. agricultural growth of 4%, for
instance, would not augur well for the country where the sector accounting for 17 % of the GDP

supported 47 % of the population.

Only by reducing dependency on agriculture through provision of alternative employment can the set

targets be achieved meaningfully, he explained.

Future economic growth will be determined by the country's inherent strength, the state of the world,

effective management of macro economy and the state of the policies.

There are signs of downslide in the economies of the USA, European Union, China, Russia and Middle-

East for the next two to three years, Mr. Ahluwalia said, reflecting on the state of the world.

On macro-economic management, he said the trend of 6% fiscal deficit every year was a hindrance for
economic progress. The extent of fiscal deficit will be more if the State budgets are factored in. To bridge
the deficit, hard decisions on matters such as disinvestment of public sector undertakings and cutting

down of subsidies would become essential.

There were also views that rigid labour law was an obstacle for increasing quantum of workforce. There
was also a compulsion to integrate technology progress into the nation's growth. Notwithstanding
apprehensions that technology adoption will lead to loss of jobs, the country cannot grow in isolation
from the rest of the world. The challenge is in creating a nimble economy factoring in these aspects, he

said.

Earlier, Dr. Ahluwalia inaugurated a new training and placement facility christened ‘Capstone’ in the

presence of Director of NIT-T Mini Shaji Thomas.

16" MARCH 2019
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Some farmers must be moved to other sectors to resolve farm distress: Montek

Deputy chairman of erstwhile planning commission of India, Montek Singh Ahluwalia, on Friday,
said that viable solution for agriculture distress is possible only by pulling a certain section of people
out of agriculture activities and providing them with productive employment in non-agriculture

sectors.

Delivering chief guest address as part of guest lecture series during Pragyan-2019 at NIT Trichy,
he said it will not be possible to address agrarian distress if growth rate is not accelerated beyond

8%.

Agriculture constitutes for 33% of gross domestic product (GDP) but 47% of the population is
engaged in it. The per capita GDP of the country is growing at 6.3% per year and agriculture is
growing at the rate of only 4%, he added.

Therefore, agriculture productivity cannot be expected to grow at the rate of per capita GDP unless
numbers of people engaged in agriculture are pulled out. But the government needs to take

responsibility of providing jobs to them, he said.

When political parties say that they want to resolve farmer distress and generate employment, they
must be asked about the target rate of growth that is necessary for this purpose. Very few political
campaigns focus on how the budget will be balanced when all the programmes are taken into

account, he said.

With inherent strength, Indian economy can achieve 8% growth by good macro-economic
management and policy, he said. He said that if money should be spent on educating children, it

must be through rolling out public sector schools.

16" MARCH 2019
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New director for
InfoTech Institute
takes charge

Tiruchy: Dr NV 5 N Sar-
ma on Saturday assumed
office as the director of
Incian Institute aof Infor-
mation Technology, Tira-
chyw (III-T, which is pres-
ently functioning in the
National Institute of Tech-
nology, Tiruchy (NIT-T)
CcAmmils near here.

I MMinid Shaji Thomas,
director MNI'T-T who is the
meontordirecior of HI-T for
more than two vears, for-
mmally handed over the
charge o D Sarma at a
brief ceremony

- Sarma obtained his
boachelor degree in Engine-
cring with specialization
in Electronics and Com-
munications Enrineerin
from JNTU Collepe of
Engineering., Kakinada, in
1984, His master’s and doce-
toral depgrees are from Ind-
ian Institnte of Technolo-
gy, Kharagpun in the years
1985 and 1992 respoectively

He has been with the
Department of Electronics
arl Communications
Engincering it ™NIT,
VWarangal, in various posi-
LEONS Sinos 195 — N
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The sixday national semi:
nat on “Women In Science

& Technology: Breakingthe by
Glass Ceiling", sponsored
National 8
Commission for Women &J%

by the

and organised by the
Women's cell and Technical
Education and  Quality
[mprovement

the National Institute of

Technology Tiruchirapplli 72
(NITT), began here on

Monday

Prof, Mini Shaji Thomas,
director, NITT in her prests
dential address, stressed
the need for women in sel-
ence and technology to

C

- h-u-..‘ " g~

(i mh

Program  (#%
(TEQIPAII) startup cell of [23¢

h
National et 0n women ncence begin

DECCAN o

ronicle

identiy barriers and dif

1 ulties inorder to overcome

them,

Prof. KM. Meera Sherrifa
Begum, chairperson of the
[nternal ~— Complaints
Committee, in her address
pointed out that the object
of the seminar is to provide
4 platform for deliberations
to identify ways to improve
Women's participation in
science, mathematics, and
techmcal education,

Dr Crystal Dilworth,
California  Institute of
Technology- a multifaceted
molecular nuclear scientist
Who was the guest of hon
o, observed that women
have the burden of amplify-
ing their voice and perspec:
tives in a patriarchal sys
tem,

A positive change could be
achived only through
women's presence fn post
tions of power so that they

could make strategic decl-

i (/ Inagurating the seminar
sions, she said.

I Prof Lillykutty Jacob,
%l department of ECE, NIT D KN. Shecba, a mem:
Calicut, pointed out the ber of the start-up cell, wel
importance of women's comed the gathering while
presence in policy making Dr. Nisha Radhakrishnan, a
and the need to address startup cell member, pro-
women's issues at both posed the vote of thanks,
=0C macro and micro levels,

Prof, Mini Shaji Thomas, director, NITST presenting
mementoto Prof.Lillykutty Jacob, Dept of ECE, NIT
Caliout, at Tiruchy on Monday.

19t MARCH 2019
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National Seminar on Women in Science and Technology Valedictory

The formal session of the concluding day of the seminar was handled by Dr. Mini Shaji Thomas,
the director of NIT Tiruchirappalli. The director's lecture titled "Wake up, Grab the Opportunities"
turned out to be an inspirational one for the delegates as she recounted her success story of surviving
all odds and becoming a woman leader. Being the only woman director in among the 32 NITs in
India, Dr. Thomas spoke at length on the fact that women need to work much harder than men in
order to succeed. Citing her own experience of simultaneously handling personal and professional
duties and responsibilities (as a mother, teacher, and administrator among other roles) she observed
that women need to fix their priorities. According to Dr. Thomas, it is important for women to be
visible and innovative in their profession to be a role model for others. The director concluded her
lecture by reminding the delegates that "Wake up, grab the opportunities" was her success mantra.

In the following session which started at 11.30 a.m., Ms. Sashi Sairaman, CEO, MTAB Technology
Centre Chennai, gave a lecture on women's challenges in the corporate world. Ms.Sairaman began
her lecture by noting that women work under tremendous pressure in the corporate world. Though
the corporate world is far more accommodative for women compared to mainstream society,there
is an urgent need to develop an ecosystem for them to work comfortably. She also contended that
women need to sustain their competitive attitude and willingness to learn throughout their careers.
Narrating from her personal experiences, Ms. Sairaman also remarked that the manufacturing
industry is a men-dominated space. She went on to caution the listeners that women shouldn't be
complacent and that there is no need for the womenfolk to be guilt-ridden for prioritizing their
career over family and children. Ms. Sairaman's lecture was followed by the valedictory session. In
the valedictory session,

Dr. M. Venkata Kirthiga and Dr. K.N. Sheeba, the members of the coordinating committee,
presented a brief review of the seminar. It was followed by feedback from participants, certificate
distribution, and felicitation of the speakers. The session concluded with the vote of thanks delivered
by Dr. K.M. Meera Sherrifa Begum.

23" MARCH 2019
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National meet on women
in S&T concludes at NIT-T

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUCHY, MARCH 23

Dr Mini Shaji Thomas,
director of National
Institute of Technology
Tiruchirappalli (NIT-T),
called upon women stu-
dents to be creative and
innovative in their profes-
sion and be a role model for
others.

She made this call while
winding up the six-day
national seminar on
‘Women in Science and
Technology’ at NIT-T here

Dr Mini Shaji Thomas, director of National Institute of

on Saturday. The pro-active
director also emphasised
that women should adopt,
“wake up, grab the oppor-
tunities” as their success
‘Mantra’.

Among others, Ms Sashi
Sairaman, CEO, MTAB
Technology Centre
Chennai, Dr M. Venkata
Kirthiga and Dr K.N.
Sheeba, members of the
coordinating committee,
spoke at the valedictory
today. Dr K.M. Meera
Sherrifa Begum proposed a
hearty vote of thanks.

Technology Tiruchy (NIT-T) winds up the 6-day National
seminar on women in science and technology at NIT-T on

Saturday.

—-DC
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In theory . there is no difference
between theory and praciice. but n
practce thers is. The vanous
wokshops and events that are
organised as pat of the techno
manageral festval pragyan 2019
bridge the gap between theory and
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= ting ary for its
implermentaton I wish the team
pragyan and the event a grand
success to celebrate technology in
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3019 :

For More Details Visit - www.pragyan.org
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