
Platform User Guide 

The award-winning engineering reference platform 
for academics, students, and professionals 



 2 

Table of Contents 

Homepage 

Browsing 

 Browsing Results 

Searching & Filtering 

Content: 

 Books 

 Instructor Resources 

 Graphs & Tables 

 Videos 

 Spreadsheets 

 DataVis 

Annotations 

Personal Account 

Administration 

Remote Access 

 
 



 3 

Homepage 

The AccessEngineering homepage is designed to help users understand what AccessEngineering is, 

what content it offers, and to allow them to start exploring the site.  

 

From the homepage, users can easily search or browse for content or view interactive tools. Since 

AccessEngineering is widely based on books, some of our most popular titles are prominently featured in 

a rotator display. 

 

As shown in the image above, users can: 

 

1. Start a search by entering terms into the general search bar and view the search help for tips on using 

Boolean, grouping, and wildcards. 

2. Select a browse option to explore content tagged to our subject, industry, or course taxonomies. 

3. Open a popular title or view lists of titles by book type.  

4. Explore interactive tools such as the DataVis material properties tool, instructional videos, 

spreadsheet calculators, case studies, and tutorials.  
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Browsing 

A Note on Taxonomies: 

 

AccessEngineeringôs taxonomies were developed by 

Access Innovations, a company whose sole focus is 

taxonomy creation and implementation. Guidance and 

testing throughout the process was done by a team of 

15 subject matter experts spanning every engineering 

discipline.  Content was tagged to taxonomy terms us-

ing a semi-automated approach where taxonomy spe-

cialists manually wrote complex rules to incorporate 

context to differentiate between terms (ex: biological 

cell, battery cell, or fuel cell).  Weighting was assigned 

to tags in the content to reflect the extent to which that 

content is about the particular term. 

Dynamic browsing allows users to start exploring AccessEngineeringôs 

rich content by choosing relevant terms from our subject, industry, or 

course taxonomies. 

 

Browse Options: 

 

1. Browse by subject  

 Drill down through 10 levels, starting from the major 

 engineering disciplines, and choose from over 6,000 terms 

2.   Browse by course  

 Choose terms from course outlines 5 levels deep for 33 common 

 engineering courses, arranged to match a typical course syllabus 

3.   Browse by industry  

 See content tagged to 11 interdisciplinary industries 

 

To navigate the browse boxes: 

 

4. Use the arrows to open subtopics 

5. Search the taxonomies for specific terms 

6. Select multiple terms using the checkboxes 

7. See number of items tagged to each term 

https://www.accessinn.com/
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Browsing Results 

Results from browsing include content tagged to the term or terms selected in the browse window.  

Browsing a broader parent term will show results tagged to that term as well as results tagged to any 

child terms in the taxonomy. The results are ordered by taxonomy weights so the most relevant results 

that are most related to the selected terms show up first. From the results screen, users have several 

options to further narrow the results set.  

 

As shown in the image below, users can: 

 

1. Apply additional filters and view or remove active filters 

2. Search within the current results set or use the dropdown to search the whole site 

3. Filter by content type using the content tabs across the top 

4. Quickly identify the content types of the results with the green content tags 
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Searching & Filtering 

The general search bar is available from all AccessEngineering pages and can be toggled between searching 

within the current results or content and searching all of AccessEngineering. 

 

Some special features of searching and search results include: 

 

1. Typeahead suggestions while you type for matching taxonomy terms 

2. Related search terms based on taxonomy relationships 

3. Dictionary definitions of search terms from the McGraw-Hill Dictionary of Scientific & Technical Terms 

4. Multiple options to further refine results through filters 

 

Filters are available on the left side of the results screen and include options to filter by: 

 

1. Additional taxonomy terms (subject, industry, course)  

2. Book Type (handbook, textbook, etc.) and Book Title and Book Author 

3. Book Component (chapters, figures, tables, example problems) 

4. Equations and Codes & Standards commentary 

 *The equation taxonomy used to tag common engineering equations takes into account synonyms 

 and various ways the equation might be listed in the text (ex: Manning equation vs. Manning formula) 
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Content: Books 

The book landing page (top image) is 

reached by clicking on a book title, 

either from the homepage or a list of 

search results.   

 

From the book landing page: 

 

1. Search within this book, or use 

the dropdown menu to search all 

of AccessEngineering 

2. See edition information and links 

to older or newer editions 

3. See additional information on the 

this title 

4. View a list of all videos available 

in this title 

5. Navigate through the chapters 

using the table of contents 

While viewing book content, there  

are several features available to  

enhance the user experience: 

 

6. Content tabs highlight specific content types available in each section, including figures, graphs, tables, 

and example problems 

7. Persistent table of contents remains visible and navigable while viewing book sections 

8. Focus view removes visual clutter and expands the text content, and additional content tools allow 

users to download a PDF, get a citation or shareable link, and bookmark, label, or annotate the content 

9. Related searches show taxonomy terms tagged to the current content for launching further searches 

A Note on Book Editions: 

 

Older editions of books are 

archived and still accessible on 

the site, but only content from the 

newest edition is included in the 

search results.  All links to old 

editions will continue to function, 

and a list of all archived books can 

be found on the site footer. 
























